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Responding Logically to  
   Illogical Reasoning 

 It is a common myth that  anyone of genius 
level IQ is set for life. Geniuses are smart enough to 
make good grades, get a good job, and earn lots of 
money, with wisdom beyond one’s years. However, 
Dr. Frank Lewlis, Supervisory Psychologist for 
American Mensa, spoke with CBS news in a 60 
Minutes interview about exceptional intelligence and 
unique challenges. Regarding IQ and challenges Dr. 
Lewlis explained, “Anytime you deviate from the norm 
you have challenges. If you deviate low you have 
challenges. If you deviate high you have challenges.” 
 You’ve probably heard the phrase out of sight 
out of mind. To reiterate the statement by Dr. Lewlis, I 
challenge you to approach the following account 
through the lens of the reverse - out of mind out of 
sight. 
 Leiselle Brown-Mayfield’s son, Tiger, began 
elementary school like any other kid in America. 
Before long, people began to notice something 
different about him. He often became bored and 
disengaged in class which occasionally led to 
misbehavior. But his teachers remained blind to his 

unique abilities instead of seeking first to understand 
Tiger. They’re not guilty for lack of insight. They’re 
guilty because they claimed they could see. Leiselle’s 
pleas were chalked up to a overreactive nonsense. 
Her opinions were seldom taken into consideration. 
 To understand Tiger, formally assessed with 
an IQ of 142, I want you to imagine a Harvard 
University senior in a Freshman Orientation class 
during the last semester before graduation. The 
difficulty level would be very low for this student. 
Eventually he or she may loathe the very thought of 
a t tend ing c lass. The content would seem 

meaningless. The projects would be burdensome. 

This senior would not be able to  connect with the 

other students neither socially nor intellectually.

Out of Mind => Out of Sight 
Though you may not see what someone else sees, 
lack of perception yields not blindness for all.
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 For a college student this may appear like a 
classic case of senioritis But, you don’t have to be a 
senior to have the same symptoms. One’s age isn’t the 
pathway to academic disengagement and boredom. 
And in Tiger’s case, this is exactly what was 
happening. A college senior has the self-discipline to sit 
still and at least feign interest; however, kindergartner 
with the learning potential of a 5th grader is entirely 
different. 
 At the low end of the bellcurve individuals with 
an IQ in the bottom 1% percentile would be be in a 
near vegetative state, not able to care for themselves, 
dress themselves, or even have a conversation. Tiger’s 
IQ puts him well into the top 1% percentile. Back to Dr. 
Lawlis’ statement, if the bottom 1% percentile needs a 
separate environment in order to not be overwhelmed 
is it not possible that kids like Tiger need a separate 
environment in order to not be bored to tears? 
 If you see the logic in this, why could the 
professional educators at Tiger’s school not see this? 
Why was he consistently made to under perform? Does 
this equate to someone in the bottom 1% percentile 
being asked to perform on the grade level relative to 
their age? Moreover, how could Leiselle compel the 
school system to meet Tiger’s unique educational 
needs when they themselves cannot perceive what he 
perceives? 

 Unscheduled is Leiselle’s autobiographical 
account of her quest to adequately educate her highly 
intelligent son, Tiger. The traditional school setting 
consistently failed them both. Fortunately, the struggle 
was not in vain. But the ending might be a little 
surprising.  
 I was able catch up with Leiselle a few month 
ago. We talked about her book,  the nature of 
giftedness, and Tiger’s progress since the changes 
have been made. As parents, we want our children to 
be challenged in school, yet not frustrated.  We want 
them to do well, yet not be bored.  We want school to 
be a place where all of our child’s educational, social 
and emotional needs are being met, each and every 
day.  Think about your child’s personality, interests, and 
mannerisms. No consider the same aspects in your 
child’s peers.  How different are they?  Do their ability 
levels differ?  It is really possible for schools to teach 
so many students, at so many varying degrees of life 
experiences, social and economic backgrounds, 
academic abilities, musical, artistic and athletic 
abilities? Believing this is possible is an unrealistic 
expectation. After all, you can lead a horse to water, 
make you can’t make it pass the college entrance 
exam. 
 The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), enacted by congress in 1975, that ensures 
students with a disability are provided with free, 
appropriate, public education that is tailored to their 
individual needs. Yet there is no such law for gifted 
students.  Students who are above where they need to 
be are often overlooked in comparison to their low-
achieving peers. 
 In America, standardized testing that affects 
federal funding for school districts. Subsequently, 
students’ test score affect teachers’ proficiency scores 
as well as a plethora of other factors (i.e. high school 
dropout rates, rate of individual student growth, etc.). 
This leads to more assistance
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for students with the lowest scores and, subsequently, 
little if any funding for students who are academically or 
intellectually gifted. 
 Leiselle calls giftedness the G word. “The G 
word for me is very multifaceted...it comes in a wide 
array for manifestations…,” she shared. When asked to 
define giftedness, Brown-Mayfield replied, “Giftedness 
is an innate ability to be good at something. You’re not 
trained at it formally, you just know what you’re doing. 
You don’t know how you know, you just know...it could 
be anything from math, to words, to dance, anything 
athletic, drawing, sculpting, you name it.” Typically, 
when a parent thinks of the word gifted, they think of 
intellectual giftedness. But the actual term includes 
anything that a child does that is significantly above the 
norm for their age. 
 This was a pivotal point for Leiselle, “What does 
a mom who works in dialysis know about giftedness?” 
she asked. “When you tell me my son’s IQ is 142 and 
I’m telling you more needs to be done…[the 
professional educators] are looking at me like, ‘well we 
can’t help you.’ I said, Okay, I see your response. I’m 
going over your head because more needs to be done.” 
 Leiselle became like a mamma bear in this 
plight. She left no stone unturned. She and her family 
moved Tiger from the local private school to a STEM 
Charter School. This worked for a while. However, a 
couple of years later it no longer met his needs. Even 
with the most amazing teachers a parent could hope 
for, it just wasn’t enough. Brown-Mayfield writes, “He 
needed more - more time, more information with hands 
on application, more movement beyond what was 
possible to provide in that traditional school setting.”     
 Where did this leave Tiger? His family? What 
could they do beyond what they were already doing? 
Leiselle and her husband began to research and 
educate themselves on gifted education. As they 

researched they discussed their findings with each 
other and tried to think of something else that could 
work - another type of school, a different type of 
learning? What they kept coming back to, was not their 
first choice. But, in the end it seemed like the only thing 
that made sense.  
 As crazy as it seemed, homeschooling was the 
only thing they could wrap their minds around that 
could possibly meet all of their sons unique educational 
needs. There was a major problem, or at least she 
thought, “I’m not really qualified for this, I don’t have a 
background in it…” Even while facing confusion she 
remained undeterred and unafraid.  
 In her book, Brown-Mayfield describes how she 
struggled at first, using Facebook to connect with other 
moms in the same dilemma. She found their local 
Mensa chapter to be beneficial. Tiger also enjoyed 
activities with local homeschool groups for field trips 
and occasional free time. These resources gave him 
experiences outside of the curriculum.   
 Hold up! What is curriculum anyway? Is it really 
limited to a meticulously structured set of categorized 
standards? Perhaps it necessitates one’s home state 
meeting for approval? A solid curriculum has clear 
goals, predictable outcomes, and reliable information. 
Logically, I see nothing wrong with this. So why had 
traditional curriculum in a traditional school setting not 
worked for Tiger? After all, good education is good 
education, right? Tiger’s intellectual ability is above 
superior for his age. In order for him to be fully engaged 
his learning experiences must be adjusted for his 
unique needs. 
 Originally from Trinidad, Leiselle was only privy 
to the American education system as a student. Now a 
parent, she thought she knew nothing about giftedness. 
But she was learning fast.
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After countless hours of research and conversations 
with other parents, she decided to go with the 
approach of unschooling. In her book, she describes 
Unschooling as a means of learner chosen activities 
for general acquisition of information. It’s deemed a 
form of homeschooling, with variations in the process 
of schooling itself. 
 You can make it whatever you wish as long as 
you’re maintaining records of your child’s scholastic 
movement. It is a much more relaxed and organic way 
to school at home. As she explains, “[Unschooling] is 
truly engrossing, in that it readily prepares the kids for 
more of life than expected. Rather than fulfilling 
[predestined] milestones…they don’t have specifically 
cut academic targets. It’s a lot to wrap your mind 
around at first.” She continued, “When parents are 
asking “Why does my kid hates this subject? I say, 
what do they like? Instead of focusing on the thing that 
they loathe…find what they love to do and mix 
everything else in with that. If they love the stars, get 
them things about the stars. Reading about something 
you love is not a chore.” Unschooling allows the entire 
world to become a classroom.  
 I reiterated to be clear, “So, you’re saying that 
learning can happen in a store, it can happen in the 
park, in the library, or even in the backyard. Right?” To 
which Leiselle emphatically responded, “Yes, 
anywhere! No actual limitations. No actual way it’s 
supposed to look.”   
 With this approach there is concern about the 
students being unsocialized. “Ironically enough,” 
Mayfield writes, “the kids not only work together with 
play, but also with solution seeking.” According to her 
observations, the children who thrive are those 
provided with the outlet and opportunity to socialize. 
She added, “There’s a sense of freedom in them 
managing their own space, decision making on their 

own terms, free to make mistakes in a safe-zone of 
like minded peers.” 
 Leiselle Brown-Mayfield is an educational 
expert though she doesn’t have at the college degree 
to back it up. But is it necessary? She is a self-taught 
expert in the education of her children.  
 In professional 
education circles you 
may hear the term 
owning one’s learning 
or taking ownership of 
o n e ’ s e d u c a t i o n . 
Leiselle is doing this 
whi le inst i l l ing the 
s a m e p a s s i o n o f 
lifelong learning in her 
young ones. She has 
also become a role 
model for other parents in similar circumstances.   
 People who read her book often tell her they 
want more. Essentially she delivered a wonderful 
framework for the living classroom of the mind. Now 
other parents and guardians are searching for keys to 
open the same doors for their own misunderstood 
mini-Einsteins of tomorrow. Helping others is an added 
bonus to going on this adventure with her children. 
She promises, “When we find something that works, 
and works well, we share and invite others along. It’s 
hard to say where we will end up, but staying 
authentic to who we are and what we’re about will get 
us to where we want to be.”  
     
*For the complete story you can purchase  

Leiselle Brown-Mayfield’s book, Unscheduled,  
on Amazon, Google Books, and soon in Barnes & Noble.  
In addition, you can stay up to date  
with her journey through  
unscheduledblog.wordpress.com.
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